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DELIVER 003 
APRIL' 13 f 1975 

TO: GENERAL BRENT 3C0WCROPT 

from: ambassador graham martin 


1. SOME OF OUR FRIENDS In the PENTAGON WHO, AT TXME0f ARE' MORE' 
INFLUENCED BV PRESS REPORTING than BY THE FACTS MAY' NOT HAVEl PA88E0 
ON to you Our running REPORTS on THE XUAN LOC FIGHTING*. 2 AM 
QUITE WELL AWARE THAT "ONE SWALLOW 00E8 NOT MAKE: A SUMMER* BUT 
WHETHER# IN THE END, THEY WIN OR ARE OVERWHELMED^ RECENT RVNARl 
ACTION SHOULD PUT to REST THE MOST DEVASTATING' ARGUMENT' AGAINST' U8: 

ON THE HILL •» THAT THE RVNAF: HAS LOST "THE WILL' TO RIGHTS. HOPCi 
YOU CAM FINO way to GET IT OUT, I THINK THE CHANCES' AREi BETTER 
THAN even THEY WILL CONTINUE TO HOLD. 

2, I AM, THEREFORE, REPEATING BELOW GENERAL SMITH’S MOST’ RECENT’ 

REPORT. 

BcGI y TEXT: 

H 0 133351 z APR 75 ZYH ZFF-6/3 

FM GEN SMITH DEFENSE ATTACHE SGN RVN 

TO GEN BROWN CJCS WASH OC 

INFO AMBASSADOR MARTIN AMEMB SAIGON 

INFO GEM wEYANO C/S OF ARMY WASH DC 

AD M GAYLER CINCPAC HI 

LGEN BURNS USSAGE \KP THAI 

Z£M 

SGN 0704 EYES ONLY 

DELIVER SlA'DAY MORnImG AFTER 0800 HOURS 

SUBJECT: the BATTLE OF long KHANH 

REF: E.C, JCS/CJCS 03894, 110004Z APR 74, 

1. (.jY »'F -AYE a VICTORY IN THE MAKING, IN THE- BATTLE FOR 
LONG <ha'H, Rv-aF -AS SHH^n UNMISTAKABLY ITS DETERMINATION, ITS 
"'ILL A v 3 ITS CURARE TC FIGHT EVEN THOUGH THE ODDS ARE 
HEavIlY ' E 1 3 w t £ £ AGAINST THEM. ALTHOUGH THE BATTLE 
MAY U AV£ PASSE'" OLY THROUGH PASE 1, wE CAN SAY WITHOUT 
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QUESTION THAT RVNAF HAS WON ROUND ONE, 

2. (U) THIS BATTLE FOR CONTROL! OP THE VITAU ROAD 
JUNCTION OP QL«l ANO QL-20 AND THE PROVINCE! CAPITAL 1 
AT XUA« LOG BEGAN On 9 APRILl WITH A 3,000 ROUND 
CONCENTRATION OF ARTILLERY, ROCKET ANO MORTAR; FIRE! 

OUTNUMBERED Gvn FORCES WERE DRIVEN FROM THE! CITY AND 
FROM THE mAnv VILLAGES ANQ HAMLETS ALONG QLH00, ARVN 
QUICKLY COUNTERATTACKED AND BY NIGHTFALL ON THE FIRST 
Day OF the battle had DRIVEN MOST OF! THE ENEMY FROM 
X'JAN LOC, ALTHOUGH NVA TROOPS STILL' OCCUPIED MANY 
HAMLETS MD VILLAGES. 

3. Cu) AS THE Battle PROGRESSED, IT BECAME: CLEAR; THAT 
THE ENEMY NAS DETERMINED TO DESTROY THE DEFENDERS 

ANO OCCUPY THIS EASTERN GATEWAY TO BIEN HOA AT^ALLL 
COSTS. BY THE THIRD OAY OF THE BATTLE, ELEMENTS' Oft 
THREE *VA OIVISIOnS w£RE. COMMITTED. 

4. CO THIS morning, THE BEGINNING OP THE FIFTH PAY OFi THE 

battle, arvn still holds its positions,. It - has: reinforceo 

AND NOW HAS ALL REGIMENTS OF: THE 18TH OIV, THE' 1ST 
AIRBORNE 80E, TWO RANGER 0N$, THREE RF BNS- ANO! TWO 

ARMORED TASK FORCES IN. THE BATTLE AREA. ARVN MEANS ! 

TO STAY, VNAF HAS PROVIDED CONTINUOUS OUTSTANDING CLOSE' SUPPORT*, 

ENEMY LOSSES have BEEN STAGGERING, 

EVEN after ADJUSTING FDR POSSIBLE OOUBLE-COUNTING, 

ENEMY KILLED AMO LEFT ON THE BATTLEFIELD EXCEED 1200 ',. 

THE EQUIVALENT OF A TANK BN HAS BEEN WIPEO OUT* NEARLY 
33 TANKS. OVER 200 WEAPONS HAVE BEEN CAPTURED INCLUDING. 

A 27*M GUN, TEN MORTARS, SEVERAL RECOILESS GUNS AND 

25 B-40 grenade launchers, 

5. (IJ1 T^E VALOR ANO AGGRESSIVENESS OF GVN TROOPS, 

ESPECIALLY T u E LONG KHANH REGIONAL FORCES, IS 

certainly Indicative that these soldiers, adequately equipped 

AND PRnpFRLY LEO, ARE, MAN-FOR-MAN, VASTLY SUPERIOR' 

TO THEIR ADVERSARIES'. THE BATTLE FOR XUAN LOC 
APPEARS TO SETTLE PQR THE TIME BEING THE 
QUESTION 'MILL ARy"" FIGHT"'. 

6. Cut This IS A JOINT DAO/USSAG MESSAGE," 

End teyT 

MARTIN 
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